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Driving Into Paradise

November 18, 2018



Driving Into Paradise – Sunday, Nov 18, 2018



The Camp Fire



Tuesday, 
Nov. 06 2018



PG&E’s power 
shutdown plan 
for Paradise 
and Magalia



Thursday, 
Nov. 08 2018

6:30 AM







7:23 AM – 9 NOV 2018



7:30 AM 

+1 hr 00 min



Paradise 9 1 1 Calls
7:29 AM ~ 7:42AM

krcrtv.com/news/camp-fire/camp-fire-911-callers-told-repeatedly-there-was-no-danger-to-paradise

https://krcrtv.com/news/camp-fire/camp-fire-911-callers-told-repeatedly-there-was-no-danger-to-paradise


krcrtv.com/news/camp-fire/camp-fire-911-callers-told-repeatedly-there-was-no-danger-to-paradise

https://krcrtv.com/news/camp-fire/camp-fire-911-callers-told-repeatedly-there-was-no-danger-to-paradise


https://calfire.app.box.com/s/ioth04321tb09r0aqigxpyyxhza9ock5/file/402325328269

7:50 AM 

+1 hr 20 min

https://calfire.app.box.com/s/ioth04321tb09r0aqigxpyyxhza9ock5/file/402325328269


Source: huffpost.com/entry/northern-california-wildfire-ridgewood-mobile-home-park_n_5bf610c1e4b03b230f9e8777



6:15 AM to 1:59 PM

speed
(m/s)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyfJYOZgiyA

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dyfJYOZgiyA




7:50 AM 

+1 hr 20 min

Mandatory Evacuation 
Zones 3, 8, 14

Evacuation Warning
Zones 2, 7 and 13



chicoer.com/2019/03/13/dispatchers-some-of-the-camp-fires-unsung-heroes/

8:03 AM 

+1 hr 33 min

https://www.chicoer.com/2019/03/13/dispatchers-some-of-the-camp-fires-unsung-heroes/


8:30 AM

+2 hr 0 min



Skyway and Elliott Road

latimes.com/local/california/la-me-camp-fire-tictoc-20181118-story.html

8:45 AM 

+2 hr 15 min

https://www.latimes.com/local/california/la-me-camp-fire-tictoc-20181118-story.html


9:02 AM

+2 hr 29 min

Evacuation Order

Zones 2, 6, 7, 13

Evacuation Warning

Zones 5, 11, and 12



NO Evacuation 
Warnings

Zones 1, 4, 9, 10 
(~ 6 mi2 of Paradise)



9:50 AM

+3 hr 20 min







9:50 AM

+3 hr 20 min



9:50 AM

+3 hr 20 min

9:51 AM +3 hr 21 min



10:15 AM

+3 hr 45 min



10:45 AM 

+4 hr 15 min



2:30 PM +8 hr 00 min

Public Evacuation Order 

All Zones



Friday, Nov. 09



Crosses donated by Greg Zanis





If you are not within the immediate hazard area

and not directed to evacuate by public officials,

remain at your location and shelter in place.







Red Cross Opens 11 Shelters



Greg Kruckewitt, KG6SJT
Sac Valley ARES SEC



Butte County Sheriff’s Comm Reserve









North Valley Animal Disaster Group
70 Teams – 3 Emergency Shelters







Jon lost his home
in the Camp Fire

Jon Trojanowski, KM6ICQ



“Unleash The Barnyard…”





https://about.att.com/innovationblog/cows_fly

https://about.att.com/innovationblog/cows_fly


https://about.att.com/innovationblog/cows_fly

https://about.att.com/innovationblog/cows_fly






⚫ Emergency COWs and Generators



“Why 
Telecom 
Fails”



“WTF!”



Behind Feather River Hospital



Behind Magalia Community Church



Behind Feather River Hospital



Behind Magalia Community Church



sfchronicle.com/california-wildfires/article/PG-E-Power-line-had-problems-before-Camp-Fire-13379438.php 



~ 25% CodeRED Opt-in (~13,000)



mercurynews.com/2018/12/16/camp-fire-created-a-black-hole-of-communication/

56% Connection Success (~7,300)

https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/12/16/camp-fire-created-a-black-hole-of-communication/






Mass Call Events (MCEs)

Source: dailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/mexico_earthquake_2454055317.jpg/

https://www.dailynews.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/09/mexico_earthquake_2454055317.jpg
https://www.mercurynews.com/2019/06/02/6091556/


Mass Call Events (MCEs)



Mass Call Events (MCEs)







The Problem



#1 Hurricane Fran
Florida - 1996



Other Cell Service Failures

1,000 cell towers disabled (70%)
#18 Hurricane Katrina

Louisiana - 2005



25% of cell, Internet & TV service disabled across 10 states

#22 Superstorm 
Sandy - 2012



Other Cell Service Failures

364 cell towers disabled / 95% service outage

#26 Hurricane 
Harvey - 2017



> 70% of cell towers down in hardest-hit counties  

#29 Hurricane 
Michael - 2018

% of cell towers
out of service 

1-15
16-30
31-45
46-60
61-100%



Source: goodmorningamerica.com/news/story/california-fire-forces-air-evacuation-tv-anchor-ive-56862145

Allison Woods and Tamara Damante at KRCR TV

The Carr Fire – July 27, 2018

https://www.goodmorningamerica.com/news/story/california-fire-forces-air-evacuation-tv-anchor-ive-56862145


2017 Mendocino Complex Fire



2018 Tubbs Fire



#33 Camp Fire
California - 2018



October, 2019 PSPS Shutdowns

2019 Power Shut Offs



PG&E says prepare
for power shutdowns

in select areas
of California

marked in red.



UPDATED 2019 PSPS Shutdown Map

PG&E says prepare
for power shutdowns

in select areas
of California

marked in red.



2020 New York City Pandemic

https://www.broadcastify.com/listen/feed/9358/web


June 15, 2020 Cell Service Disruption Across US



1989 Loma Prieta Earthquake



“Who Will 
Save Us?”

James Gore – Forging Resilient Community - youtube.com/watch?v=98Pc0-vzs1g&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98Pc0-vzs1g&feature=youtu.be


James Gore – Forging Resilient Community - youtube.com/watch?v=98Pc0-vzs1g&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98Pc0-vzs1g&feature=youtu.be


“When you need me most,
I probably won’t be able

to get to you…”

James Gore – Forging Resilient Community - youtube.com/watch?v=98Pc0-vzs1g&feature=youtu.be

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=98Pc0-vzs1g&feature=youtu.be


John Messina Captain, CalFire

A High and Awful Price – Documentary by Chris Smith youtube.com/watch?v=bo0yBOCvuwU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo0yBOCvuwU


A High and Awful Price – Documentary by Chris Smith
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo0yBOCvuwUA High and Awful Price – Documentary by Chris Smith youtube.com/watch?v=bo0yBOCvuwU

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo0yBOCvuwU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bo0yBOCvuwU


1983<< >>2020



Tu-tank-Ham-man



What can your Club do?



Who better to lead the way?



It’s in our “DNA…”



§ Part 97.1 Basis and purpose:

Recognition and enhancement of the value of 

the amateur service to the public as a 
voluntary noncommercial communication 
service, particularly with respect to providing 
emergency communications.



Los Altos CERT

“Think Outside the Go-Box”





paradisewasburning.com/stephen-murray/

Appletree Village Mobile Home Park

http://paradisewasburning.com/stephen-murray/




Radio For The Rest of Us...



Neighbors with
FRS Radios

Neighbors with
GMRS Radios

Neighbors with GMRS and Ham Radios

Monitoring and Relays -
County-wide and Beyond

“Simplex”
radio to radio

“Simplex”
radio to radio

“NEWSpager” 
Neighborhood
Early Warning 

System



Final

Thoughts



Final

Thoughts


